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family; to pay little attention to worldly affairs ; to speak
the truth ; to bathe and worship the deities in the afternoon
as well as in the morning; and to sacrifice to his deceased
ancestors on the fifteenth of every month. He is not
allowed to take food at night. He may not eat alkaline
salt, meat, honey, and inferior grain, such as some varieties
of pulse, millet, and the egg plant He never wears shoes
nor sleeps on a bed, but always on the ground. He is
expected to keep awake most of the night and to study the
Shastras. He may have no connexion with, nor unholy
thoughts regarding, any woman but his wife ; and he must
abstain from every other act that involves personal impurity.1
With these rules we may compare some of the obligations
laid on the Flamen Dialis. In the old days, as we saw, he
was bound never to be absent from his house for a single
night He might not touch or even name raw meat, beans,
ivy, and a she-goat; he might not eat leavened bread, nor
touch a dead body ; and the feet of his bed had always to
be smeared with mud.2 This last rule seems to be a mitiga-
tion of an older custom of sleeping on the ground, a custom
which is still observed by the fire-priest in India, as it was
in antiquity by the priests of Zeus at Dodona.3 Similarly
the priest of the old Prussian god Potrimpo was bound to
sleep on the bare earth for three nights before he sacrificed
to the deity.4

Every Agnihotri has a separate room in his house where
the sacred fire is kept burning in a small pit of a cubit
square. Should the fire chance to go out, the priest must
get fresh fire from another priest or procure it by the
friction of fire-sticks (aranz). These comprise, first, a block
of samt wood (Prosopis spicigera) in which a small hole is
made emblematical of the female principle (sakti yoni), and,
second, an upright shaft which is made to revolve in the
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